[The role of microparticles in vascular diseases].
Microparticles (MP) are small cell vesicles that are released by activated or apoptotic cells and that are amenable to quantification in peripheral blood. MP consist of the cytoplasm and the cell membrane of their cell of origin, which allows for their assignment to these cells. By the detection of the respected MP one can conclude to the functional status of the cell of origin. It is known that MP confer specific information between cells and contribute to inflammatory and coagulatory processes. They are detectable in many acute and chronic vascular diseases as a surrogate marker for disease activity but also play a role in the pathophysiology of vascular diseases.